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Academic – The Science Olympiad team led by Mr. Wadman and Mr. 

Largesse have hosted students each week as they prepare for the 
Framingham State Competition in March.  
Students have worked on different projects in 
Physics, Engineering, Chemistry, and Biology.  
Our history team continues to collaborate 
with the library and Big Group!  The freshmen 

attended Big Group in the library to 
travel the Oregon Trail and wrote 
speeches to present to Congress.  Each Big Group session always starts 
with a focus on mindfulness to foster a positive and supportive 
learning environment for the freshman class as they continue their 
four years together.  Our Algonquin’s Tri-M Chapter 2137 sold Singing 
Valentine’s to benefit the VH1 Save the Music Foundation.  The groups 
performed  “You Belong With Me” by Taylor Swift, “Perfect” by Ed 
Sheeran, and “When I Fall In Love” by Nat King Cole.  The group 
continued their singing after school sharing the power of music with our after-school 

programs.  On Saturday, February 9th students from Algonquin's Jazz I ensemble joined Westborough 
High School's Jazz Band for the second annual Jazz Symposium.  Each band prepared the same two pieces in advance and 

students had the opportunity to rehearse and play in mixed groups. The student musicians were given feedback and guidance from 
Dino Govoni, a saxophonist and professor at Berklee College of Music, and the other members of his quintet.  After a brief break to 

support our students making positive connections and fostering our students’ networking 
skills, students were treated to an intimate performance by Dino Govoni's quintet. The 
event was funded in part by David 
French Music in Westborough.  
Algonquin has come together these past 
few weeks to celebrate some of our 
most recent graduates.  Marie, also 
known as Algonquin’s Mayor, celebrated 

her recent graduation with her parents and educators.  Ms. Tontodonato and Marie 
have had a wonderful connection over the years and many faculty members came 
out to celebrate as Marie always brings out a smile.  A team of educators and 
support staff has continued to go above and beyond in support of our students 
successfully passing all of the MCAS exams with the team continuing their positive 
mantra of “We Can Do It!” during the Biology MCAS! Algonquin will once again be hosting the Central District MAJE jazz festival on 
Tuesday, March 12th.  A total of eight jazz bands will perform in front of a panel of judges throughout the afternoon and into the 
evening.  Each group will play three pieces on stage and then work with one of the judges in a clinic immediately following their 
performance.  Bands will receive recordings with critical feedback from the judges and the top performing bands will be invited to the 
state jazz festival late this month.   ARHS Jazz II will perform on March 12th at 3:00, and Jazz I will take the stage at 7:30. 

 

Activities & Clubs – This year marks our third year for our DECA Life Skills team in 

which 13 students competed in their events.  This year’s theme was Entrepreneurship and the 
competition was a “Shark Tank” style simulation where students devised a business solution to 
solve a problem as well as create a prototype.  The students enthusiastically completed the 
challenge through a creative manner showcasing their business knowledge to the judges.  Andrew 
Lee, 9th grade, tied for 1st place on the Level 1 Massachusetts Mathematics Olympiad, by earning 
a perfect score of 150/150.  He advances to the Level 2 Olympiad in February, along with 
approximately 100 other students from around the state.  Algonquin takes the lead with a 1st 
place ranking in Worcester County, 6th in the state and 12th in New England based on the last four 

   



NEML performances.   Andrew Lee is tied for 9th overall and 
Andrew Yang is tied for 28th overall.  Mr. Calnan hosted an 
AMC 10 contest on February 7th in which 10 students 
participated.  The test is offered to students across the 
country.  Our Robotics Team 1100 has been working 
diligently to complete their robot for the "In-to-Orbit" 
challenge. Their first competition is 
scheduled for March 9-10th.  Go Team 
1100!!  Our most recent Best Buddies event 
hosted a local dance studio and our Best 
Buddies students passed out flyers and ran 
the concession stand!  Our DECA District 
Competitions, on January 11th in 
Boxborough, hosted 161 T-Hawks!  A total 
of 77 students advanced to our State 
Competitions with 21 students placing first, 
19 placing second, and 17 placing third.  

There was no shortage of “hardware” that 
Algonquin brought home from the competition.  
Our Junior Class hosted a Variety Show on 
Thursday, February 7th with such acts as singing, 

playing piano and guitar, dancing, stand-up comedy, and a contortionist. There were 15 
different acts and the audience voted on a winner through a QR code.  The Science National 
Honor Society helped support our 8th-grade parent night by sharing their positive science experiences 
with our parents.  The students spoke on a range of topics as well as a range of courses from AP courses to the 
many offered electives.  In addition to science, members of our jazz band entertained visiting 8th-grade parents in the 

rotunda as they arrived for course selection night.   Ladies First and Algoncappella, our two 
student-run a cappella groups participated at the Wick Festival.  Each group presented three 
songs as well as heard music by four other high schools and The Dear Abbeys of Boston 
University.  The festival is purely about sharing and 
celebrating a cappella singing.   

Athletics – As AD Mocerino would say, “See 

you at the games,” and there were games!!!  Our T-
Hawk of the Month Awards honored 22 student-athletes 

from the beginning of the year through now with our January recipients 
equally stellar in representing an outstanding student-athlete that 
demonstrates leadership and excellence on and off the field of play: 
Day Ruffo Girls Track, Emily Genga Girls Basketball, Matt Madamba Boys 
Track, Rudy Utzschneider Ski, Kate Beland Swim/Dive.  Our 
Unified Program was recognized at the Boys Basketball halftime 
program for receiving the MIAA Educational Athletics 
Achievement Award for Community Service.  Our Athletic Council 
Student Ambassadors Lucy Gauvin and Mia McAuliffe attended 
National Girls and Woman in Sports Day on February 1st.  
Naralyee Baez and Nick Alcock are working with other MidWach 
League schools to participate in recent workshops to develop 

their own leadership skills.   Our winter season is in the thick of tournament play.  Boys 
and Girls Swim won the MidWach League Championships, Boys Indoor Track won the MidWach League Championships with Girls 
Indoor Track finishing a close 3rd.  Gymnastics competed very well in our league meet and is now ranked 3rd going into their next 
round of competitions.  Boys and Girls Ski Teams had exceptional wins with the Girls Ski Team going undefeated.  Boys Basketball has 

continued a strong winning season and the Girls Basketball played an additional game to honor 
their seniors who are graduating!  Cheer found a way to support all of our teams while 
preparing for their own competitions! Great teamwork!!  The Boys and Girls Hockey Teams 
have continued an overall winning season!  Wrestling has had multiple stellar performances 
with individuals attaining new goals!  Our Boys and Girls Cross Country coaches, Nate Uttaro 
and Pat Galvin, who are both educators at Algonquin were named MA State Track Coaches 
Association C MASS Coach of the Year!!!  Spring sports registration is now open and closes 
March 12th.  Spring Sports Night is Monday, March 4th at 6:30 pm in Auditorium.   



Department Updates 
 
Social Studies – The USI classes continue to enjoy the new unleveled courses that are 
supported and made possible by our administration, library staff, and 
department.  The scheduling allows the unleveled classes to meet together creating a 
great time for mindfulness, team building, source analysis, intentional grouping, 
differentiated instruction, and fun!  We had 9 teachers from Brookline HS came to 
observe USI and learn more about unleveled courses.  Mrs. Johnston's 5th Period 
World History class enjoyed a visit from Lieutenant Colonel (our School Committee 
member) Daniel Kolenda.  He spoke about his tours of duty and the work he did with 
the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. We are grateful for his time and 
willingness to share his experiences with students! 
 
Applied Arts & Technology – Our Applied Arts students, Camron Nodoushani and 
Matthew Richardson, worked together for a Business Research and DECA club project 
called Operation Inclusion promoting awareness of students with different abilities.  They planned multiple events such as inclusion in 
the workplace event, a Skype conference call with Best Buddies jobs program participant and a Unified Track information session.   
The amazing work was showcased in the Advocate recently and has created a positive ripple effect to continue to promote awareness.   
 
Fine Arts – Congratulations to the students who were selected after an extensive audition process to participate in the 2019 All-State 
Music Festival on February 28 and Friday, March 1: Julia Kardos, voice; Harry Marble, voice; Maya Sagarin, trombone; Sravya Tanikella, 
voice and Justin Wang, violin.  The Pulitzer winning play, PROOF by David Auburn, under the direction of Mr. Brian Kelly and Ms. Maura 
Morrison, is offering two full shows, on February 28th and March 2nd, in the Black Box.  We are hosting a Theater Festival for Dennis-
Yarmourth and Shirley-Ayer Regional High Schools on Friday, Mar 1st.  This will be the first time Algonquin has hosted after 18 years of 
participating in the Drama Festival.  Each school presents a 40 minute cut of their show and will be adjudicated by members of the 
Mass. High School Drama Guild Executive Board.  Mr. Hancin and Mr. Strickland have begun working with students to design the set.  
This student-centered winter show relies on the creative input of students in costuming, props, 
lighting, sound and stage management.   Algonquin's Improv Troupe called "Needs Improv-Ment" has 
also begun with 26 cast in this original show directed by Ms. Maura Morrison and will be performed 
May 16th and 17th in the Black Box.  Mr. Hancin and his art students are currently designing the set 
and will begin painting their original set next week.  Earlier this month, the Gallery of the Boroughs had 
a successful closing reception for its show Captivating Colors. The students hosted a reception with 
refreshments and chatted with Lisa Hayden, a local artist, about her work.  Be prepared for ARTS WEEK 
where we have live music, live artmaking, tables with drawings and art displays March 6th through the 
8th and are hosting Jazz Night March 6th, Paint Night March 7th as well as have art displayed at both 
middle schools.  Thank you Melican and Trottier for the support.   
 

Science – The chemistry teachers celebrated National Periodic Table Day on 
February 9th with all students and to celebrate the 150th Birthday of the Periodic 
Table.  The edible "Cookie" periodic table was made by Ms. Burchat for her 
students.  In Physics, Mr. Welty hosted three teachers, in addition to his 
conference presentations, from Milton High School earlier this month to share his 
"Flipped" approach to teaching.  The teachers were very impressed and excited to 
go back to their school to give it a try.  Our Biology team hosted the 8th-grade 
science teachers from Melican and Trottier on Tuesday, February 5th.  Teachers 

discussed the biology curriculum and activities being done in all schools with the goals of ensuring students have 
a smooth transition into the 9th-grade curriculum while also creating a clear vertical alignment. Teachers also 
spent time discussing placement of students into honors, college prep and fundamental biology.  
 
Guidance – Our Junior College Admissions Panel was a huge success with three admissions counselors from Boston University, Trinity 
and Framingham State University providing information about the process and answering student/parent questions.  Algonquin hosted 
8th-grade curriculum night on February 5th in which we had a very large turnout!  Parents and students learned about our graduation 
requirements and courses.  A current senior, Leah Grinblatas, shared her academic and extracurricular experiences as well as her work 
with the Fine Arts Department.  Administration, Department Chairs and students were available to speak with students/parents about 
specific content areas.  Monday, March 18th is the annual Career Day in which speakers will be going into math, history, applied arts 
and PE classes to share their journey with students.  The event is so popular we now rotate departments and by a student’s 4th year 
they will have experienced between 12-16 career presentations.  Dr. Potee’s presentation drew a large crowd and Northborough Cable 
Access has shared out the presentation to the public: https://youtu.be/kphJMVMd0Oo.   

https://youtu.be/kphJMVMd0Oo


Student Support & ESL - Ms. Flynn is going on a NEASC site visit to continue to support the accreditation 
process for Algonquin.  Our student, Julia Cobb was awarded the Easter Seals Award Leader of Tomorrow.  
Easter Seals is just one of the wonderful community supports that we partner with to support student needs 
in many areas such as assistive technology, communication, and transitions. Ms. Porteus' reports one of her 
students has been accepted into all of her college choices so far (6) and she was awarded a full scholarship 
(Diversity in Teaching Scholarship) at Regis College.   
 
World Language – We are planning events to celebrate languages and culture 
for Foreign Language Week March 3rd through the 9th.  There will be academic 
competitions with our students and creative activities.  Our Spanish 3 students 
are learning the subjunctive, which includes having them express their wishes 
and recommendations for others. 

 
Library – Displays continue to be created to highlight different books from specific collections.  The 
display for February encourages students to go on a blind date with a book. A card catalog kiosk has 
made it easier for students to find books in a specific collection.  The library is rolling out its CANVAS 
course.  Soon the library course will show up on everyone’s dashboard.  This will allow easy access to 
databases, open access resources, and the teacher recommended websites. 
 

Physical Education & Health – Semester two is off to a great start!  Freshmen 
start the new term getting the gloves out to experience “kickboxing” while 
sophomores work on how to better advocate for themselves in the 
classroom.  Our Juniors have taken the wheelchairs out to learn about 
activities and sports for the physically challenged; and, seniors have begun to 
swing the pickleball paddles around as they enjoy a little pickleball.  This 
semester also brings with it our elective weight training class in which students 
have started to learn and experience numerous exercise programs in our weight 
room. 

 
Math – Our Varsity Math team came in first place on 1/23 at the WOCOMAL league.  Four of our students 
scored perfect scores, including Andrew Lee, Andrew Yang, Patrick Li, and Joshua Cheng.  The math team is 
currently tied for first place with Shrewsbury, with the final meet happening on TODAY, February 27th. 
 
English – We held our 12th Poetry Out Loud Contest.   Three competitors topped the charts moving forward 
to represent ARHS at the regional semi-finals on Saturday, March 2nd in Framingham.  Please congratulate 
our third place winner Sarah Boush, our runner up Miranda Slingluff, and our back-to-back champion, 
Joseph Zhang.  Thank you to our Fine Arts Department Chair Amy Collins, Facilities Manager Mike 
Gorman and our educators: Brian Kelly, Brian Kellet, Katie Salt, Alex Silva, Lindsay Coppens, and 
Emily Philbin. 
 

Administration – During the month of February, we continued 
to implement the Happiness Advantage as well as increasing 
opportunities to forge positive connections with faculty and 
students.  As many have said before, “love is in the air…,” here at 
Algonquin.  Our faculty focused on inclusivity, kindness, building and fostering 
positive and respectful connections while supporting peers and students.  Ms. Zanini provided a 
waffle bar for any and all and Ms. Turner applied the Happiness Advantage theory of telling 
students positive feedback just before midterms to promote improved academic performances.  
The administrative team is in the thick of their PLC 
completing a book study on Emotional Intelligence and 
applying the concepts of improved technical change 
planning practices versus better understanding 

emotional changes with the focus to create a more positive impact on T-Hawk Nation!  The 
administration is gearing up to support our Junior and Senior events, while also working 
closely with the IT department to successfully roll out the first year of online MCAS testing!    

Algonquin enjoyed a double rainbow earlier this month and is looking forward to the many 
good things to come! 


